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INFO AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
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AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY KINSHASA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMEMBASSY LOME 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 189801 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, SHUM, PEPR, G„ DM 

SUBJECT: ATTACKS ON BENINESE COMMUNITY 

REF: LIBREVILLE 2022 (NOTAL), 2038 

1 . JULY 26 WASHINGTON POST CARRIED BRIEF ITEM ON "BLOODY 
STREET... BATTLES BETWEEN GABONESE AND IMMIGRANTS FROM 
BENIN" IN LIBREVILLE AND PORT GENTIL. AFP AND REUTERS 
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HAD LONGER ARTICLES, NOT REPORTED IN LOCAL PRESS, CONCERN- 
ING BONGO S IRE AT KEREKOU'S CHARGES AND POSSIBLE REPATRIA- 
TION OF BENINESE COMMUNITY. 

2. FOLLOWING IS PRESS GUIDANCE FOR DEPT SPOKESMAN TO BE 
USED ON "IF ASKED" BASIS: 
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Q: CAN THE DEPT CONFIRM REPORTS OF GABONESE ATTACKS ON 
THE BENINESE COMMUNITY? 

A: PUBLISHED REPORTS IN LIBREVILLE CONFIRM THE ATTACKS AND 
THE GOVERNMENT'S DECISION TO EXPEL THE BENINESE. 

Q: WOULD THE DEPARTMENT COMMENT ON THE REPORTED ATTACKS 
ON BENINESE IN GABON? 

A: ALTHOUGH THE PROBLEM IS ONE BETWEEN GABON AND BENIN, 

WE ARE CONCERNED ABOUT POSSIBLE VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
SUCH AS MAY HAVE OCCURRED IN GABON. WE WOULD HOPE THAT 
COUNTRIES WOULD NOT PENALIZE INDIVIDUAL NATIONALS OF COUN- 
TRIES WITH WHICH THEY HAVE DIFFERENCES. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: YOU SHOULD APPROACH APPROPRIATE GOG 
OFFICIAL TO EXPRESS OUR STRONG CONCERN ABOUT THE ATTACKS 
ON EMBASSY AND USICA PERSONNEL. 

4. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT PROPOSE TO LECTURE THE GABONESE 
ABOUT THE TREATMENT OF RESIDENTS IN THEIR COUNTRY, YOU 
SHOULD, AT THE FIRST APPROPRIATE OPPORTUNITY, EXPRESS CON- 
CERN ABUT THE APPARENT VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS OF 
BENINESE EXPATRIATES. YOU MAY EXPAND ON THIS THEME BY 
NOTING THAT A SUDDEN AND MASS EXPULSION OF THE BENINESE 
COMMUNITY COULD HAVE A NEGATIVE IMPACT IN WASHINGTON, 
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HAVING POSSIBLE IMPLICATIONS ON OUR RELATIONS WITH GABON. 

5. YOU MAY, AT YOUR DISCRETION, STATE THAT THE GOG DECI- 
SION TO EXPEL THE BENINESE SEEMS TO BE IN SHARP CONTRAST 

TO PRESIDENT BONGO S STATESMANLIKE INTERVENTIONS ON BEHALF 
OF UGANDAN DISSIDENTS AND THE WESTERN JOURNALISTS LAST 
YEAR. CHRISTOPHER 
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